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Louisiana coast sfill hurting from storms, bracing for more 


By REBECCA SANTANA Pie a = : ae | 
Associated Press diige : 
CAMERON, La. (AP) — 
Scores of people in coastal 
Louisiana are still living in 
campers on dirf mounds 
or next to cement slabs 
where their houses once 
stood. Unresolved _ insur- 
ance claims and a short- 
age of supply and labor 
are stymieing building ef- 
forts. And weather fore- 
casters are warning of 
more possible devastation 
to come. 

Nine months after two 
back-to-back hurricanes 
hammered their towns, 





residents are still strug- if 

gling to recover — even | 

as they brace for another 

onslaught of storms in the —F= Re en ee | a 


oe eon aren ea The Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Creole, La., sits empty on Sunday, May 23, 2021. The church was heavily damaged during Hur- 


: ricane Laura on Aug. 27, 2020. 
Continued on Page 2 (AP Photo/Rebecca Santana) 
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Louisiana coast sfill hurting from storms, bracing for more 


Continued from Front 


“We're scared to death for 
this next season,” said Clar- 
ence Dyson, who Is staying 
with his wife and four kids In 
Qa 35-foot-long (11-meter- 
long) camper with bunk 
beds while the home they 
had been renting in Cam- 
eron Parish undergoes re- 
pairs after Hurricane Laura. 


The parish — a Louisiana 
designation similar to a 
county — is made up of 


small communities on the 
southwestern coast where 
residents have lived _ for 
generations, either work- 
ing in the shrimp industry or 
more recently at one of the 
area’s liquefied natural gas 
plants. 

The region features a stun- 
ning, peaceful landscape 
where families go crabbing 
together, birds perch on 
swaying strands of marsh 
grass and wind-gnarled 
oak trees grow on the long 
ridges — called cheniers — 
that rise above the marsh. 
About 70% of the parish is 
wetlands or open water. 
Last fall, however, the area 
was battered by hurricanes 
that carved a path of de- 
struction. On Aug. 27, Cat- 
egory 4 Hurricane Laura 
rammed into the coast 
near the town of Cameron 
with maximum winds. of 
150 mph (241 kph). Just six 
weeks later, Hurricane Del- 
ta, carrying 97-mph (156- 
kph) winds, made landfall 
about 10 miles (16 kilome- 
ters) away. 

Of the several communities 
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and objects that had been around her home and that she recovered after Hurricane Laura 
destroyed her home last year. (AP Photo/Rebecca Santana) 


hit, the towns of Cameron, 
Creole and Grand Chenier, 
in Cameron Parish, took the 
worst beating. Laura flat- 
tened homes, nearly gut- 
ted the First Baptist church, 
stripped trees of their 
branches and leaves and 
toppled power lines. 

Nine months later, the par- 
ish's electric lines have 
been replaced by ramrod 
straight poles. Oak trees 
denuded of leaves and 
branches are started fo 
sorout new growth. Piles of 
debris have been hauled 
away. And Booth's Gro- 
cery Store, in business since 
1957, is once again selling 
beer and bait. 

But for most of the parish, 


recovery is still an ongoing 
process. Cement slabs and 
mounds of dirt still mark the 
place where homes used 
to be. The sounds synony- 
mous with rebuilding — the 
whine of circular saws cut- 
ting lumber or nail guns 
hammering shingles — are 
rare. 

Building contractors are in 
short supply; most are al- 
ready slammed with work 
in the more densely popu- 
lated, hurricane-damaged 
Lake Charles area farther 
north. Lumber prices have 
soared due to a trade dis- 
pute with Canada and 
a temporary shutdown in 
production when the coro- 
navirus pandemic hit a 


Associated Press 


year ago. 

Leaders of the First Baptist 
Church in Cameron have 
been trying to get a con- 
tractor to come out and 
give them a quote so they 
can apply for a building 
permit. Most of the church 
has been gutted to the 
studs, with pews currently 
stacked in the building's 
center. This is the fourth hur- 
ricane the small congrega- 
tion has survived as well as 
one fire, said Cyndi Sellers, 
a longtime church mem- 
ber who was baptized and 
married there. 

In the meantime, the small 
congregation holds _ ser- 
vices in the meeting room 
of the parish's governing 


body. They try to soften the 
soace with plastic sunflow- 
ers and a blue cloth across 
the podium. A cross with a 
Bible verse attached fo It 
stands on a table. 
Sellers says rebuilding will 
help the congregation. 
“They need to be able to 
worship together on Sun- 
day, fo be able to have 
that family and to have 
that support — emotional, 
spiritual support — to get 
through what they're going 
through,” she said. “And 
they're going through a 
lot.” 
Sellers has gone through 
quite a bit herself. As a 
young child, she took ref- 
uge in the Cameron Parish 
courthouse when Hurricane 
Audrey hit in 1957, and has 
seen many other storms 
in the more than 60 years 
since. Finally, after Laura, 
she and her husband had 
had enough and decided 
to move inland to a town 
about two hours away. 
“The stress that you go 
through when fthere’s a 
storm in the Gulf, if you 
don't live on the coast you 
can't really imagine what 
it’s like,” she said. 
Meanwhile, forecasters 
with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration are predicting 13 
to 20 named storms — six 
to 10 of which will become 
hurricanes and three to 
five of which will be major 
hurricanes — for this year’s 
Atlantic season, which 
runs from June through 
November.L] 





White House gives GOP 1 week to reach deal on infrastructure 


By HOPE YEN 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Transporta- 
tion Secretary Pete Buttigieg said 
Sunday time is running short for 
a bipartisan deal on_ infrastruc- 
ture, indicating that President 
Joe Biden will look to act without 
Republican support if there is no 
consensus when Congress returns 
from its Memorial Day break. 

“By the time that they return, 
which is June 7, just a week from 
tomorrow, we need a clear direc- 
tion,” Buttigieg said. “The presi- 
dent keeps saying inaction is not 
an option. And time is not unlim- 
ited here.” He said the American 


people “expect us to do some- 
ining. 

Biden plans to meet with lead Re- 
publican negotiator, Sen. Shelley 
Moore Capito of West Virginia, 
this coming week and says he re- 
mains open to hearing from other 
GOP senators who are working on 
different proposals. But Biden has 
been eying the dwindling time- 
line for a deal, with an early June 
hearing scheduled on a House 
transportation bill that is widely 
seen as a building block for the 
big package he favors. 
Democratic senators also plan on 
moving forward on a sweeping 
infrastructure package “with or 


without the support of Republican 
senators,” Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., wrote to 
Democrats on Friday. Biden had 
originally set a Memorial Day 
deadline for reaching a deal be- 
fore he let that deadline slip back. 
The two sides remain far apart. 
Republican senators last week 
outlined a $928 billion infrastruc- 
ture proposal as a counteroffer to 
Biden’s $1.7 trillion proposal, and 
they said they would not go along 
with his plans to raise the corpo- 
rate tax from 21% to 28% to pay 
for new spending. 

Republicans want to shift unsoent 
COVID-19 relief dollars to help 


cover the costs, a nonstarter for 
many Democrats and a proposal 
that Biden Is finding unworkable, 
a White House adviser told The As- 
sociated Press on Friday. 

On Sunday, Capito said she re- 
mained hopeful the two sides can 
move closer to agreement. 

“| think we can get to real com- 
promise, absolutely, because 
we're both still in the game,” she 
said. “| think the president told me 
himself that let's get this done. 
We realize this is not easy. | think 
we bring every idea that’s on the 
table into the negotiations to see 
how we can achieve this and get 
it across the threshold.” 
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Tulsa Race Massacre centennial events proceed amid hiccups 


By AARON MORRISON 
Associated Press 

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — Joi Mc- 
Condichie is a native of this 
city, but her life and career 
in public education kept 
her away from home for de- 
cades. When she returned 
to Tulsa from Los Angeles 
with her then-teenage son, 
she moved into a home just 
off of the Osage Prairie Trail 
on the city’s north side. 

It was on this trail that thou- 
sands of Black Tulsans fled 
the white mob that lev- 
eled their Community on 
May 31-June 1, 1921, in the 
calamity that came to be 
known as the Tulsa Race 
Massacre. 

“| believe God led me here 
because he had a task for 
me,’ McCondichie said. 
McCondichie planned a 
march this weekend fo 
memorialize those who ran 
from what is considered 
one of the worst and dead- 
liest acts of racial violence 
in American history. 

That march is just one of an 
array of events, culminat- 
ing Tuesday with a visit by 
President Joe Biden, who 
is expected to join local 
leaders in marking the oc- 
casion. 

The weekend was to in- 
clude a keynote speech 
from former Georgia gt- 
bernatorial candidate and 
voting rights advocate Sta- 
cey Abrams and a perfor- 
mance by singer John Leg- 
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In this Friday, May 28, 2021 file photo, Tulsa Race Massacre survivors, from left, Hughes Van Ellis Sr., 

Lessie Benningfield Randle, and Viola Fletcher, wave and high-five supporters from a horse-drawn 
carriage before a march in Tulsa, Okla. Earlier in the month, the three gave testimony in a panel 
about the massacre in the U.S. House of Representatives. 


end at Tulsa's ONEOK Field 
in the historic Greenwood 
district. But organizers can- 
celed the event on Thurs- 
day, citing “unexpected 
circumstances with enter- 
tainers and speakers.” 
Representatives for Abrams 
and Legend did not re- 
soond to requests for com- 
ment. 

Law enforcement organi- 
zations around the U.S. re- 
ceived a bulletin this week 
from the Department of 
Homeland Security warn- 
ing of the potential for 


targeted violence aft the 
commemoration of the Tul- 
sa massacre, according to 
a federal law enforcement 
official. 

The official, soeaking on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss a bulletin that was 
not publicly released, said 
authorities don’t have 
credible intelligence about 
any specific plot to target 
the Tulsa events. But the 
alert was issued given the 
nature of the commemoroa- 
tion and the “volatile threat 
environment.” 


(AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki) 


McCondichie said her late 
grandmother, Eldoris Mc- 
Condichie, was among 
the survivors in 1921 who 
streaming out of Green- 
wood, also known as Black 
Wall Street, the bustling city 
within a city that was the 
picture of Black wealth and 
entrepreneurial success. 

On Tuesday morning, Jol 
McCondichie’s “A Century 
Walk” will retrace Green- 
wood residents’ escape. 
The walk will start along a 
1.5 mile stretch of aban- 
doned railroad tracks near 


Greenwood and Archer 
avenues. And then the 
walkers will move north 
onto Osage Prairie Trail until 
they reach 56th Street, be- 
tween Peoria Avenue and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Bou- 
levard, where a community 
celebration awaits. 

Other events plan to fea- 
ture the last three known 
living massacre — survivors 
-- 106-year-old Lessie Ben- 
ningfield Randle, 107-year- 
old Viola Fletcher, and 
100-year-old Hughes Van 
Ellis. Last week, the three 
gave testimony in a panel 
about the massacre in the 
U.S. House of Representa- 
tives. “They will come down 
Black Wall Street, the his- 
toric Black Wall Street, in a 
horse and carriage,” said 
Tiffany Crutcher, organizer 
of the Black Wall Street 
Legacy Festival, which is in- 
dependent of the city’s of- 
ficial commemorations. 
“They'll lead us into what 
we feel will be a very pow- 
erful, powerful weekend to 
show deference and honor 
to the lives that were lost 
and the descendants and 
survivors who were still liv- 
ing,” Crutcher said. 

Other commemoration 
programs include a Green- 
wood Art Project art instal- 
lation and the dedication 
of a prayer wall at Vernon 
AME Church, one of the few 
Greenwood structures that 
survived the massacre._} 





2 dead, 20+ 


Associated Press 

HIALEAH, Fla. (AP) — Two 
people died and an es- 
timated 20 to 25 people 
were injured by gunfire in a 
shooting outside a banquet 
hall in South Florida, police 
said. The gunfire erupted 
early Sunday at the El Mula 
Banquet Hall in northwest 
Miami-Dade County, po- 
lice told news outlets. 

The banquet hall had been 
rented out for a concert. 
Three people got out of an 
SUV and opened fire into a 
crowd outside with assault 
rifles and handguns, police 
director Alfredo “Freddy” 
Ramirez Ill said. Authorities 
believe the shooting was 
targeted. “These are cold 
blooded murderers that 


injured in Florida banquet hall shooting 


shot indiscriminately into 
a crowd and we will seek 
justice,” Ramirez said in a 
tweet. Two people died at 
the scene, police said. As 
many as 25 people went To 
various hospitals for treat- 
ment. No arrests were im- 
mediately announced. 
“This tyoe of gun violence 
has to stop. Every week- 
end it’s the same thing,” 
Ramirez said during an 
early morning news confer- 
ence.Republican Gov. Ron 
DeSantis commented on 
the shooting on Twitter. 

“We mourn the loss of the 
two victims and are pray- 
ing for the recovery of the 
more than 20 people in- 
jured at El Mula Banquet 
Hall near Hialeah. We are 


working with local authori- 
ties to bring justice to the 
perpetrators. Justice needs 
to be swift & severe!” De- 
Santis tweeted. Democrat- 
ic state Sen. Shevrin Jones 
said he wants DeSantis to 
do more than just pray. He's 
calling on the governor to 
sit down with Democrats to 
discuss meaningful ways of 
addressing gun violence. 
“Thoughts and _~ prayers 
have been going on for 
years and thoughts and 
prayers haven't done a 
damn thing inside the Black 
community — or any com- 
munity when it comes to 
gun violence,” Jones said. 
But he acknowledged Re- 
publicans are resistant to 
discuss the issue.) 





Angelica Green talks with the news media near the scene of a 
shooting outside a banquet hall near Hialeah, Fla., Sunday, May 
30, 2021. Two people died and an estimated 20 to 25 people 
were injured in a shooting outside a banquet hall in South Florida, 
police said. The gunfire erupted early Sunday at the El Mula 
Banquet Hall in northwest Miami-Dade County, near Hialeah, 
police told news outlets. Green said her son and nephew were 


injured in the shooting. 


(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky) 


MONDAY 31 vy A4IU_S. NEWS 
Vets return to Memorial Day ft 


BOSTON (AP) — A pair of 
military vets navigate the 
hilly, meandering paths in 
a historic cemetery in Bos- 
ton, searching out soldiers’ 
graves and planting Ameri- 
can flags in front of them. 

About 10 miles away, 
scores of other vets and vol- 
Unteers do the same, plac- 
ing more than 37,000 small 
flags on the downtown Bos- 
ton Common — a sea of 
red, white and blue meant 
to symbolize all the Mas- 
sachusetts soldiers killed 
in battle since the Revolu- 
tionary War. It’s an annual 
tradition that returns in full 
this year after being signifi- 
cantly scaled back in 2020 
because of the pandemic. 
In Boston and elsewhere, 
this holiday weekend will 
feel something closer to 
Memorial Days of old, as 
COVID-19 restrictions are 
fully lifted in many places. 

“This Memorial Day almost 
has a different, better feel- 
ing to it,” said Craig DeOld, 
a 50-year-old retired cap- 
tain in the Army Reserve, as 
he took a breather from his 
flag duties at the Fairview 
Cemetery earlier this week. 
“We're breathing a sigh of 
relief that we've overcome 
another struggle, but we're 
also now able to return 
to what this holiday is all 
about — remembering our 
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Bob Workman of Boston, a retired Marine Gunnery Sgt., and past commander of the Boston Police 
VFW, replaces flags at veteran's graves ahead of Memorial Day on Thursday, May 27, 2021, in the 
Fairview Cemetery in Boston. After more than a year of isolation, American veterans are embrac- 
ing plans for a more traditional Memorial Day. After more than a year of isolation, military veterans 
say wreath-laying ceremonies, barbecues at local vets halls and other familiar traditions are a 
welcome chance for them to reconnect with fellow service members and renew solemn traditions 
honoring the nation's war dead. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds) 


fallen comrades.” 

Around the nation, Ameri- 
cans will be able to pay 
tribute to fallen troops in 
ways that were impossible 
last year, when virus restric- 
tions were in effect in many 
places. If will also be a 
time to remember the tens 
of thousands of veterans 
who died from COVID-19 
and recommit to vacci- 


nating those who remain 
reluctant. Art delaCruz, a 
53-year-old retired Navy 
commander in Los Angeles 
leads the Veterans Coali- 
tion for Vaccination, said his 
group has been encourdg- 
ing inoculated veterans to 
volunteer at vaccine sites 
to dispel myths and helo 
assuage concerns, many 
of which are also shared by 


current service members. 
“We understand it’s a per- 
sonal choice, so we try to 
meet people where they 
are,” said delaCruz, who Is 
also president of Team Ru- 
bicon, a disaster-resoonse 
nonprofit made up of miili- 
tary veterans. 

There’s no definitive tally for 
coronavirus deaths or vac- 
cinations among American 
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emic eases 


military vets, but Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs 
data shows more than 
12,000 have died and more 
than 2.5 million have been 
inoculated against CO- 
VID-19 out of the roughly 9 
million veterans enrolled in 
the agency’s programs. 
The isolation of the pan- 
demic has also been par- 
ticularly hard on veterans, 
many of whom depend on 
kinshio with fellow service 
members to cope with war- 
time trauma, says Jeremy 
Butler, a 47-year-old Navy 
Reserve officer in New York 
who heads the advocacy 
group lraq and Afghani- 
stan Veterans of America. 
“We're reuniting now, but 
it's been an extremely 
challenging year,” he said. 
“To have those connec- 
tions cut off — the coun- 
seling sessions, the VA ap- 
pointments, social events 
with other vets — those are 
so important to maintaining 
mental health.” 

But for the families of vet- 
erans who. survived the 
horrors of war, only to be 
felled by COVID-19, Memo- 
rial Day can reopen barely 
healed wounds. 

In western Massachusetts, 
Susan Kenney says the 
death of her 78-year-old fa- 
ther last April from the virus 
still remains raw.L} 





More states ease lingering virus rules as vaccine rates rise 


Natalia Dubom, of Honduras, gets the Johnson & Johnson CO- 





VID-19 vaccine at Miami International Airport, Friday, May 28, 
2021, in Miami. The vaccine was offered to all passengers ar- 
riving at the airport. Florida's Emergency Management Agency 
is running the program through Sunday. (AP Photo/Marta La- 


vandier) 


By DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) — 
Just in time for Memorial 


Day weekend, more USS. 
cities and states are shrug- 
ging off lingering COVID-19 
restrictions as vaccination 


rates rise and the number 
of infections falls. 
Massachusetts lifted a 
mask requirement Satur- 
day, a day after New Jer- 
sey dropped its mandate. 
In New York City and Chi- 
cago, officials reopened 
public beaches, though 
winds and cool tempera- 
tures kept crowds away. 
“Welcome back, Chica- 
go,” Mayor Lori Lightfoot 
said in a video announce- 
ment. “The lakefront is 
open.” 

Chicago's Navy Pier also 
reopened retail stores and 
restaurants, carnival rides, 
and tour boats and cruises 
after the pandemic forced 
monthslong closures at the 
busy tourist destination. 

It's One more sign of prog- 
ress that reflects increasing- 
ly positive health data. On 


Saturday, Illinois’ Depart- 
ment of Public Health re- 
ported 802 new confirmed 
and probable _ infections, 
the second-lowest one-day 
total in the last six months. 
For businesses nationwide, 
the improving outlook and 
long holiday weekend of- 
fered a chance to wel- 
come customers back to 
in-person shopping. 
Midtown Scholar Bookstore 
in Harrisourg, Pennsylva- 
nia, opened its doors to 
customers for the first time 
in nearly 14 months Friday. 
Masks are still required. 

The business had switched 
to internet orders, sidewalk 
sales and virtual author 
events to survive the pan- 
demic. 

“We had to get creative, 
we had to pivot,” store 
manager Alex Brubaker 


said. “Our readers and our 
customers have been in- 
credible. It’s a rainy week- 
end, but the bookstore Is 
full.” 

Minnesota lifted all state- 
wide coronavirus — restric- 
tions for bars and restau- 
rants Friday, though local 
governments can maintain 
their own social distancing 
and mask rules. 

About 50% of the U.S. popu- 
lation has now received at 
least one dose of COVID-19 
vaccine, according to the 
latest numbers from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. About 40% 
of the population is fully 
vaccinated. 

Vermont boasts the na- 
tion’s highest vaccination 
rate, with nearly 70% of its 
residents having received 
at least one dose. L] 
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By JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — The 
head of a small hard-line 
party on Sunday said he 
would try to form a unity 
government with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu's opponents, taking 
Qa major step toward end- 
ing the 12-year rule of the 
Israeli leader. 

IN a nationwide address, 
Yamina party leader Naf- 
tali Bennett said he had 
decided fo join forces with 
the country’s opposition 
leader, Yair Lapid. 

“It’s my intention to do my 
Utmost in order to form a 
national unity government 
along with my friend Yair 
Lapid, so that, God willing, 
together we can save the 
country from a tailspin and 
return Israel to its course,” 
Bennett said. 

The pair have until Wednes- 
day to complete a deal in 
which they are expected 
to each serve two years as 
prime minister in a rotation 
deal. Lapid’s Yesh Atid par- 
ty said negotiating teams 
were to meet later Sunday. 
A unity government would 
end the cycle of deadlock 
that has plunged the coun- 
try info four inconclusive 
elections over the past two 
years. If also would end, 
at least for the time being, 
the record-setting tenure 
of Netanyahu, the most 
dominant figure in_ Israeli 
politics over the past three 
decades. 

In his own televised state- 
ment, Netanyahu accused 
Bennett of betraying the Is- 
raeli right wing. 


WORLD NEWS AD 31 MAY 2021 
Netanyahu could lose PM job as rivals attempt to join forces 





Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu listens as Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks dur- 
ing a joint statement after their meeting at the Prime Minister's office, Tuesday, May 25, 2021, in 
Jerusalem, Israel. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, Pool) 


He urged nationalist politi- 
cians who have joined the 
coalition talks not to estab- 
lish what he called a “leftist 
government.” 

“A government like this is 
a danger to the security of 
Israel, and is also a danger 
to the future of the state,” 
he said. 

Bennett, a former Netan- 
yahu aide turned rival, said 
he was taking the dramatic 
step to prevent yet another 
election. While sharing Ne- 
tanyahu’'s nationalist ide- 
ology, Bennett said there 
was no feasible way for the 
hard-line right wing to form 
a governing majority in par- 
liament. 

“A government like this will 
succeed only if we work 
together as a group,” he 
said. 


He sdid everyone “will 
need to postpone fulfilling 
all their dreams. We will fo- 
Cus on what can be done, 
instead of fighting all day 
on what's impossible.” 
Each of the past four elec- 
tions was seen as a referen- 
dum on Netanyahu -- who 
has become a polarizing 
figure as he stands trial on 
corruption charges — with 
each ending in deadlock. 
Netanyahu Is desperate to 
stay in power while he Is on 
trial. He has used his office 
as a stage to rally support 
and lash out against po- 
lice, prosecutors and the 
media. 

If his opponents fail to form 
Qa government and new 
elections are triggered, it 
would give him another 
chance at seeing the elec- 


tion of a parliament that 
is in favor of granting him 
immunity from  prosecu- 
tion. But if they succeed, 
he would find himself in the 
much weaker position of 
opposition leader and po- 
tentially find himself facing 
Unrest in his Likud party. 
Netanyahu, who has ac- 
cused Bennett of betray- 
ing the Israeli right wing, 
planned a televised state- 
ment later Sunday. 

In order to form a govern- 
ment, a party leader must 
secure the support of a 61- 
seat majority in parliament. 
Because no single party 
controls @ majority on its 
own, coalitions are usually 
built with smaller partners. 
As leader of the largest 
party, Netanyahu was giv- 
en the first Opportunity by 


the country’s figurehead 
oresident to form a codli- 
tion. But he was unable to 
secure a majority with his 
traditional religious and na- 
tionalist allies. 

Netanyahu even attempt- 
ed to court a small Islamist 
Arab party but was thwart- 
ed by a small ultranational- 
ist party with a racist anti- 
Arab agenda. Although Ar- 
abs make up some 20% of 
Israel's population, an Arab 
party has never before sat 
in an Israeli coalition gov- 
ernment. 

After Netanyahu ’s failure to 
form a government, Lapid 
was then given four weeks 
to cobble together a coali- 
tion. He has until Wednes- 
day to complete the task. 
Lapid already faced a dif- 
ficult challenge, given the 
broad range of parties in 
the anti-Netanyahu bloc 
that have little in common. 
They include dovish_left- 
wing parties, a pair of right- 
wing nationalist parties, in- 
cluding Bennett's Yamina, 
and most likely the Islamist 
United Arab List. 

Lapid’s task was made 
even more difficult after 
war broke out with Hamas 
militants in the Gaza Strip 
on May 10. His coalition 
talks were put on hold dur- 
ing the 11 days of fighting. 
But with Wednesday's 
deadline looming, negotia- 
tions have kicked into high 
gear. Lapid has reached 
coalition deals with three 
other parties so far. If he fi- 
nalizes a deal with Benne?tt, 
the remaining partners are 
expected to quickly fall 
into place. 





Pope invites Lebanese Christians to Vatican for peace prayer 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Francis has invited repre- 
sentatives of Lebanon's 
Christian community to the 
Vatican on July 1 for a day 
of prayer and reflection 
“about the worrisome situ- 
ation in the country.” 

Francis announced the 
encounter during his Sun- 
day noon blessing, saying 
the aim was to “pray to- 
gether for the gift of peace 
and_ stability.” He asked 
for prayers ahead of the 
meeting and for Lebanon 
itself so the Country can en- 


joy “a more serene future.” 
Lebanon, a Mediterranean 
nation of 5 million, has the 
largest percentage - of 
Christians in the Middle East 
and is the only Arab coun- 
try with a Christian head of 
state. Christians make up a 
third of the population. 

Lebanon has been endur- 
ing an unparalleled finan- 
cial, economic and politi- 
cal crisis for months, which 
has been worsened by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Francis met in April at the 
Vatican with Prime Minister- 


designate Saad Hariri and 
urged all Lebanese po- 
litical leaders to “urgently 
commit themselves to the 
benefit of the nation.” 

Because of political dead- 
lock, the country has been 
without a government 
since the Cabinet resigned 
days after a massive blast 
at Beirut’s port on Aug. 4, 
killing 211, wounding more 
than 6,000 and damaging 
entire neighborhoods. 

In recent weeks, with for- 
eign currency reserves 
dwindling at the central 


bank, Lebanon has been 
witnessing severe shortage 
in medicines as well as fuel, 
with people having to wait 
in line at gas stations to fill 
their cars. Electricity cuts 
last more than 12 hours 
a day. Cardinal Bechara 
Rai, head of the Maronite 
Catholic church that is the 
largest in Lebanon, has 
criticized the country’s po- 
litical class and urged them 
to quickly form a Cabinet 
to bring Lebanon out of its 
crisis. Excuses are not con- 
vINCcINg anyone regarding 


delays in the formation of a 
government,” Rai said last 
week. “It looks like Cabinet 
formation Is in a long vaca- 
tion. The stalemate is a kill- 
ing to the country and the 
people. If must stop.” 
During his meeting with 
Hariri, Francis reaffirmed his 
desire to visit Lebanon as 
soon as conditions permit. 
The July 1 meeting, presum- 
ably, will be an opportunity 
for the pope to express his 
solidarity now, given that a 
visit in the near future isn’t 
possible.L] 
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UK PM Boris Johnson marries flancee | in ) private ceremony 


By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — British 
Prime Minister Boris John- 
son has married his fian- 
cee, Carrie Symonds, in 
a small private ceremony 
that came at the end of 
a tumultuous week during 
which a former top aide 
said he was unfit for office. 
The couple wed Saturday 
at the Roman Catholic 
Westminster Cathedral in 
front of a small group of 
friends and family, John- 
son's office said Sunday, 
confirming newspaper re- 
ports that were published 
overnight. Photos taken 
after the ceremony in the 
garden of the prime min- 
ister’s residence showed 
Symonds in a long white 
dress and floral headband. 
Johnson wore a dark suit. 
“The Prime Minister and Ms. 
Symonds were married yes- 
terday afternoon in a small 
ceremony at Westminster 
Cathedral,” Downing Street 
said. “The couple will cel- 
ebrate their wedding with 
family and friends next 
summer.” 

The couple have reportedly 
sent save-the-date cards to 
family and friends for a cel- 
ebration on July 30, 2022. 
Under current coronavirus 
restrictions in England, no 
more than 30 people can 
attend a wedding. 
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In this image released Sunday May 30, 2021, by Downing Street, Britain's Prime Minister Boris John- 
son and Carrie Johnson pose together for a photo in the garden of 10 Downing Street after their 
wedding on Saturday. Boris Johnson and his fiancée Carrie Symonds are newlyweds, according 
to an announcement from his Downing Street office saying they were married Saturday in a small 
private ceremony in London. (Rebecca Fulton/Downing Street via AP) 


Johnson, 56, and Symonas, 
a 33-year-old Conservo- 
tive Party insider and en- 
vironmental advocate, 
announced their engage- 
ment in February 2020. Their 
son, Wilfred, was born in 
April last year. 

The marriage is Johnson's 
third. He has at least five 
other children from previ- 
ous relationships. 
Johnson’s previous 
riages would not 


mar- 
have 


stopped him from having a 
Catholic wedding because 
they didn’t take place in 
the Catholic church, Matt 
Chinery, an ecclesiastical 
and canon lawyer, told 
Times Radio. 

“In the eyes of the Catholic 
church, Boris Johnson woke 
Up last week as somebody 
who wasn't married and 
had never been married 
and so was free to marry 
in the cathedral this week- 


end,” he said. Johnson was 
baptized as a Catholic but 
he was confirmed as a 
member of the Church of 
England as a teenager. 
The last British prime minister 
to marry in office was Lord 
Liverpool in 1822. 

The wedding followed a 
difficult political week for 
Johnson. 

His former too aide, Domi- 
nic Cummings, on Wednes- 
day told lawmakers that 
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Johnson had bungled the 
government's response to 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and said he was “unfit for 
the job.” 

Britain has Europe’s highest 
coronavirus death toll, at 
over 128,000 people, but it 
has also produced one of 
the world’s most successful 
vaccination programs, in- 
oculating 74% of its adults. 
Daily deaths have plum- 
meted to single digits of 
late, compared fo over 
1,800 one day in January. 
On Friday, a government 
ethics adviser released 
his long-awaited findings 
on the “cash for curtains” 
scandal in which Johnson 
was criticized for failing 
to disclose that a wealthy 
Conservative Party donor 
had paid for the redecora- 
tion of the prime minister's 
official residence in Lon- 
don. Although Johnson lat- 
er settled the bill, the inquiry 
found that Johnson had 
acted “unwisely” in carry- 
ing out the work without 
knowing where the money 
had come from. He was 
cleared of misconduct. 
The opposition Labour Party 
was not giving Johnson any 
space for a honeymoon, 
with one Labour lawmak- 
er, Jon Trickett, suggesting 
that the weekend wedding 
was “a good way to bury 
this week's bad news.” _)} 





UK: Anti- “immigration protest blocks traffic | in port of Dover 


Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Anti-immigration dem- 
onstrators protesting the rising numbers 
of people attempting to reach the U.K. 
by crossing the English Channel in small 
boats blocked trucks traveling fo a car- 
go terminal in Dover on Saturday. 
Carrying the England flag and chanting 
“English streets,” about 50 demonstra- 
tors disrupted travel into the busy port. A 
heavy police presence was in the area 
as authorities anticipated protests over 
the long holiday weekend that marks the 
Unofficial start of summer. 

Improving weather emboldens migrants 
to cross the 21-mile stretch of water be- 
tween France and Britain. More than 
3,100 people have crossed the chan- 
nel in small boats so far this year, almost 
double the number during same period 
in 2020. 

Dover has been the site of previous anti- 
immigrant protests. A demonstration in 
September also brought traffic into the 
port to a standstill.L} 
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People take part in an anti-immigration protest in Dover, England, saiurday: May 29, 2021, demonstrating against 
the journeys made by refugees crossing the English Channel to Kent. (Andrew Matthews/PA via AP) 
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By NICOLE WINFIELD 

ROME (AP) — The three 
suspects in lItaly’s cable 
car disaster that killed 14 
people were allowed to 
leave prison Sunday after 
a judge indicated that for 
now blame fell on just one: 
a service technician who 
intentionally disabled the 
car's emergency brake be- 
cause It kept locking spon- 
taneously. 

Judge Donatella Banci Bu- 
Onamici said there wasn't 
sufficient evidence sug- 
gesting the owner of the 
Mottarone cable car com- 
pany, Luigi Nerini, or the 
maintenance chief, Enrico 
Perocchio, knew that the 
technician had _ deacti- 
vated the brake on several 
occasions even before the 
May 23 disaster. 

After evaluating prosecu- 
tors’ request for continued 
detention of the three, Bu- 
onamici determined there 
was no flight risk, ordered 
the managers freed while 
allowing the technician, 
Gabriele Tadini, to leave 
Under house arrest. The 
three men, who remain un- 
der investigation, left Ver- 
bania prison early Sunday, 
accompanied by their law- 
yers. 

Fourfeen people were 
killed when the lead cable 
of the Mofttarone funicular 
overlooking Lake Maggiore 
in northern Italy snapped 
and the emergency brake 
failed to prevent the cable 
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Judge: Blame | in italy cable car deaths rests with technician 
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A rescuer takes a picture of a clamp that was placed on an emergency brake, as search for evi- 
dence continues in the wreckage of a cable car after it collapsed near the summit of the Stresa- 
Mottarone line in the Piedmont region, northern Italy, Wednesday, May 26, 2021. Police have 
made three arrests in the cable car disaster that killed 14 people after an investigation showed 
a clamp, placed on the brake as a patchwork repair effort, prevented the brake from engaging 
after the lead cable snapped. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno) 


car from reeling at high 
soeed backward down 
the support line. The cable 
car pulled off the line en- 
tirely after passing the sup- 
port pylon, crashed to the 
ground and then rolled 
down the mountain until it 
was stopped by a stand of 
trees. 

The lone survivor, 5-year- 
old Eitan Biran, remains 
hospitalized but Conscious, 
with his aunt looking after 
him. Eitan’s Israeli-born par- 
ents, his younger brother 


and his great-grandparents 
were killed in the disaster 
and their remains were sent 
back fo Israel. 

It isn’t known why the pull- 
ing cable snapped. 

The Vipiteno, Italy-based 
company that maintains 
the lift, Leitner SoA, has said 
“no irregularities were de- 
tected” during the Novem- 
ber 2020 magnetic testing 
of the lead cable, and that 
every other annual check 
hadn't turned up problems 
either. 


Tadini admitted during 
questioning that he had 
left a fork-shaped bracket 
on the cable car's emer- 
gency brake to disable It 
because it kept locking on 
its own while the car was 
in service, said his lawyer, 
Marcello Perillo. 

Speaking to reporters out- 
side Verbania prison, Perillo 
said Tadini never would 
have left the bracket in 
place if he thought doing 
sO might endanger passen- 
gers. 


“He is not a criminal and 
would never have let peo- 
ple go up with the braking 
system blocked had he 
known that there was even 
a possibility that the cable 
would have broken,” Perillo 
said. “He can’t even begin 
to get his head around the 
fact that the cable broke.” 
Based on Tadini’s — testi- 
mony, prosecutors had hy- 
pothesized that the man- 
agers knew about the jerry- 
rigged brake and had an 
economic reason in using 
it fo keep the funicular run- 
ning. Prosecutor Olimpia 
Bossi said the owner would 
have had to have taken 
the whole lift out of service 
for the more extensive, 
“radical” repairs that were 
necessary. 

The lift, which features four 
large tram cars bringing 
passengers up and down 
the mountain, only re- 
opened on April 26 after 
a lengthy COVID-19 shut- 
down and was gearing up 
for the summer tourist sea- 
son in a picturesque part of 
northern Italy. 

But lawyers for Nerini and 
Perocchio said the two 
denied knowing anything 
about Tadini’s maneuver 
and said they had no rea- 
son to let a cable car with- 
out a brake system oper- 
ate. The judge concurred, 
noting that neither they nor 
Leitner, the maintenance 
company, would have had 
an interest in doing so.LJ 


In Mexico, cartels are hunting down police at their homes 


By MARK STEVENSON 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The notoriously violent 
Jalisco cartel has resoonded to Mexico's 
“hugs, not bullets” policy with a policy of its 
own: The cartel kidnapped several members 
of an elite police force in the state of Gua- 
najuato, tortured them to obtain names and 
addresses of fellow officers and is now hunting 
down and killing police at their homes, on their 
days off, in front of their families. 

It is a type of direct attack on officers seldom 
seen outside of the most gang-plagued na- 
tions of Central America and poses the most 
direct challenge yet to President Andrés Man- 
uel Lopez Obrador’s policy of avoiding vio- 
lence and rejecting any war on the cartels. 
But the cartel has already declared war on 
the government, aiming to eradicate an elite 
state force known as the Tactical Group which 
the gang accuses of treating its members un- 
fairly. 


“If you want war, you'll get a war. We have al- 
ready shown that we know where you are. We 
are coming for all of you,” reads a profession- 
ally printed banner signed by the cartel and 
hung on a building in Guanajuato in May. 
“For each member of our firm (CJNG) that you 
arrest, we are going to kill two of your Tacti- 
cals, wherever they are, at their homes, in their 
patrol vehicles,” the banner read, referring to 
the cartel by its Soanish initials. 
Guanajuato-based security analyst David 
Saucedo said there have been many cases. 
“A lot of them (officers) have decided to des- 
ert. They took their families, abandoned their 
homes and they are fleeing and in hiding,” 
saucedo said. “The CJNG Is hunting the elite 
police force of Guanajuato.” 

Numbers of victims are hard to come by, but 
Poplab, a news cooperative in Guanajua- 
to, said at least seven police officers have 
been killed on their days off so far this year. In 


January, gunmen went to the home of a fe- 
male state police officer, killed her husband, 
dragged her away, tortured her and dumped 
her bullet-ridden body. 

Guangjuvato has had the highest number of 
police killed of any Mexican state since at 
least 2018, according to Poplab. Between 
2018 and May 12, a total of 262 police have 
been killed, or an average of about 75 officers 
each year — more than are killed by gunfire 
or other assaults on average each year in the 
entire United States, which has 50 times Gua- 
najuato’s population. 

The problem in Guanajuato has gotten so bad 
that the state government published a special 
decree on May 17 to provide an unspecified 
amount of funding for protection mechanisms 
for police and prison officials. 

“They have been forced to quickly leave their 
homes and move, so that organized crimes 
groups cannot find them,” it reads.L] 
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NAAT molecular (PCR): 
Result in 30 minutes! 
Antigen Test: $50 
PCR Test also available | 
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Center 
Visit our newest Location on Palm Beach! 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 
Testing Center just opened a third walk-in 
location on Palm Beach at Budget Car Rent- 
al next to Soprano’s Piano Bar. The other two 
locations are at the Cove Mall and near the 
Courtyard by Marriott Aruba Resort at the 
Mill. 


All three fit2fly test centers offer your best option 
for the post vacation COVID-19 test which has 
been a requirement since January 26th 2021 
by the U.S. before returning home. All passen- 
gers going to the United States, including U.S. 
citizens, are required to have a negative (an- 
tigen or PCR) COVID-19 test result of a test tak- 
en maximum three days prior to boarding the 
flight, or documentation of recovery from CO- 
VID-19. MedCare's testing centers in and close 
to the hotels provide you with an easy and se- 
cure solution. 


MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clin- 
ic that is soecialized in urgent care for tourists 
and that has been appointed as the national 
COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and Laboratorio di 
Servicio, a full-service modern medical labo- 
ratory with state-of-the-art equioment, have 
partnered up to provide fast and reliable CO- 
VID-19 testing to all. Laboratorio di Servicio is 
ISO-15189:2012 accredited by the Dutch Coun- 
cil for Accreditation (M317). 


Rapid PCR 

As Aruba resumes to receive more and more 
visitors each month, one thing has become 
very clear: testing Is critical. Thus far MedCare 
Clinic has been offering high-volume laboratory 
testing with results in 24 hours or less. The newest 
service on the market is Rapid PCR, where you 
receive your results in minutes not hours. 


Just steps away from you 

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are lo- 
cated at the Cove Mall, near the Courtyard by 
Marriott Aruba Resort at the Mill, and now also 
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at Budget car rental next to Soprano’s Piano 
Bar. These three locations at a stone's throw 
from your resort, condominium, or other vaca- 
tion accommodation. Walk-ins are welcome. It 
is recommended that the tests are done timely, 
as the negative test is only accepted if taken 
Up to three days before boarding your flight. 
MedCare Fit2Fly Testing Center at the Cove 
Mall is opposite the Holiday Inn and is open ev- 
ery day for walk-ins from 8 AM through 10 PM. 
MedCare’s other location is situated at The 
Courtyard Aruba Resort, is across the street from 
the RIU Hotel and is open every day from 8:30 
AM until 2 PM. The Newest location at Budget 
Car Rental next to Soprano’s Piano Bar is open 
daily from 5 PM to 9 PM. 


At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, Med- 
Care has setup Testing Centers on site. The ho- 
tels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: 
Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village, Divi Golf, 
Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton Aruba Carib- 
bean Resort, Hyatt Regency, Renaissance, and 
the Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your 
front desk for more information on our Testing 
Centers at these properties. 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that 
could be either an Antigen Test or a nucleic 
acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the re- 
verse transcription polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR). The price for the Antigen Test is only 
$50, and the PCR Test is available, for $125, The 








new rapid PCR will be $150 (results in 30 min- 
utes.) MedCare offers the easier and substan- 
tially cheaper Antigen Test that is acceptable 
for travel to the U.S. as per the CDC guidelines. 
Pre-travel testing Is not covered by the Aruban 
visitor insurance. Please contact your insurance 
company to verify if testing costs are insured. 
Results are e-mailed to you within 24 hours of 
testing. 


Private bookings 

For your convenience, Medcare also offers 
private testing at your accommodation/hotel 
room for a one-time service fee of $120. This fee 
covers testing up to 10 people (one appoint- 
ment, at one location and a specific time). Ad- 
ditional persons will be charged $10 per person. 


For more information, please contact: 
Phone: +297 280 0630 

Email: info@medcare.aw 
hitos://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 
Follow us on social media: 

MedCare Clinic | Facebook 
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Harbour House Aruba: 
80 % sold, construction in final phase: 
you are invited to come and have a look! 


= 


ORANJESTAD — Boosting a 
buyers confidence comes with 
a strong sales team, an estab- 
lished company name and ex- 
perience. The Perret Group are 
the owners of among others 
Harbour House Aruba and they 
live up to the expectation. With 
80 % of the condominiums sold 
in their residence they can do 
nothing more but be content. 
Take a look at this cool site 
reflecting best of two worlds: 
beach and city. 


The residence consists of 94 units 
in the former 7-level Marazul build- 
ing at the historical location of 
Paardenbadi. Harbour House 
Aruba is the ultimate smart invest- 
ment or personal living space. A 
state-of-the-art lobby, an ocean- 
view gym, bar service, rooftop with 
360 degrees view of Oranjestad, 
on-site parking, 24-hours security 
and a top floor lounge area with 
Jacuzzi’s. Cherry on the cake: an 
infinity pool. 

Harbour House Aruba offers cos- 
mopolitan living in a beach-chic 
environment. The residence is fast- 
selling their studios, two-bedroom 
and three-bedroom units for many 
reasons but in a nutshell we can 
name: great location, great value 
for your money and great quality. 
To see exactly what still is available 
you may check the website which 
shows you ad map with sold and 
open units. Updates on construc- 
tion are also on forehand. When 
you live abroad stopping by to 
check upon your purchase Is not 
that simple, yet with the monthly 
Updates on their website, it is a lot 
easier. 


Hottest condo in town 

Aruba Today talked to one of the 
owners from New York: “This is go- 
ing to be the hottest condo build- 
ing on the island because this is the 
very first thing people see when 
they arrive here by cruise shio and 
it is the only one combining the 
ocean, port and city. We feel so 


happy to be the owner here, Also, 
the organization is amazing. We 
are being accommodated in ev- 
ery way, the attention you get is 
extraordinary.” 













Boardwalk 

Living here includes being part 
of Oranjestad and all its benefits. 
Around the Harbour House build- 
ing a boardwalk is constructed 
allowing you To stroll along the 
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| Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (Bam-4pm) 
sales(playalinda.com or call (+297)-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


HARBOUR HOUSE 





waterfront and enjoy a drink on a 
terrace of dive into the art gallery, 
souvenir store or even have dinner 
facing the atmospheric harbor of 
Oranjestad. 

The process of purchase is easy, 
whether you are abroad or on 
the island. Make an appointment 
through the website to visit the 
sales office when you are here. 
In that way you can actually see 
the unit, materials and amenities. 
If you are not on the Island the 
website can help you out and the 
sales office is happy to send you alll 
needed documentation for you to 
orientate. When agreed upon the 
Unit you sign an agreement and 
move forward with the down pay- 
ment which is $ 30.000. At receipt 
of that amount the sales is closed 
and the price will not change. You 
know what you get and will not be 
surorised by price changes. The 
payment agreements after the 
deposit will be discussed and are 
flexible. Harbour House Aruba as- 
sist also in financing by banks. 

City elegance combined with 
tropical tranquility is what you get 
here. The panoramas are breath- 
taking. Can you imagine yourself 
with your favorite Cup of joe, gaz- 
ing out over the ocean while the 
city of Oranjestad is awakening? 
The new trend is to live tinier but 
comfy and Harbour House meets 
this market demand with the per- 
fect product. Everything is close, 
you are centrally located, just a 
step away from the beach though 
right in the main area in Oranjes- 
tad. You have history to tell and 
you are within walking distance to 
all Oranjestad has to offer. What 
else do you need?) 


For more information: 
hitps://narbourhousearuba.com 
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Our locals, Our pride 


SAN NICOLAS — Meet Ras 
Ras, an Aruban fireman with 
a passion for the Aruban 
Culture. His love for every- 
thing that has to do with our 
heritage is visible in his day 
to day life at his own muse- 
um. Museo di Antiguedad 
“Nos Bieunan”. Museum of 
Antiqueness “our elderly”. 


Since young Ras has been 
taught to fix sewing ma- 
chines. So whenever some- 
one needed to fix a ma- 
chine they would call him. 
While fixing a broken sew- 
ing machine at a home 
some years back he saw 
that the owners of the 
house had a very old sew- 
ing machine thrown in the 
backyard and he asked 
if he can have it. He took 
it home, fixed it and from 
there he got the idea to 
start collecting old artifacts 
that people wanted to 
throw away or had no use 
for it. For Ras all these arti- 
facts have a special mean- 
ing, a value, they all fell the 
story of our ancestors and 
our heritage. That is why he 
is trying to “rescue” all arti- 
facts that tells a story of our 
past. 


The collection started in 
his garage at home. More 
and more artifacts were 
gathered that it even got 





so crowded that he started 
putting them in his living 
room and continued to 
soread all over the house. 
That is where the idea 
came up to open up his 
house for the public. The 
need to educate specially 
kids but also people of alll 
ages about our history and 
our ancestors is what lead 





him to open his own muse- 


um at his house. He feels joy 
when seeing kids interested 
in knowing the history of the 
artifact, how it works, espe- 
cially since kids nowadays 
only know the digital era 
and everything is so easy to 
get. He also loves to share 
his knowledge of these ar- 
tifacts and their original 


names in our Papiamento 


language. 


At his museum you will find 
artifacts dated from the 
early 1600’s. From antique 
furniture, pots, pans, MuUSsI- 
cal instruments, paintings, 
tools, lamps, sewing ma- 
chines and so much more. 
There is a collection of 
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around 1000 artifacts. He 
is in love with his whole col- 
lection but his favorite arti- 
facts are a music box which 
was almost impossible for 
him to get but after a lot of 
negotiations he finally got it 
and also a cash register of 
over 100 years old that took 
him 8 years to get in his pos- 
session. 


He still has a dream he 
wants to see come true this 
is to have a “Museum on 
Wheels”. A bus with all kinds 
of artifacts which he can 
drive all around the island 
and take if to all schools 
and closer to the tourists. 
The museum is located at 
Rooi Master 5E, near Sava- 
neta. For more information 
contact him on 5632121 
or on facebook at Museo 
di Antiguedad " Nos Bieu- 
nan". Reservations are 
required.L) 





Vaccination Status in Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - According 
to ourworldindata.org. Aru- 
ba leads as a country in the 
Caribbean with the highest 
vaccines administered per 
100 inhabitants. 


Aruba's recovery appears 
to be on the right track. 
Tourists are excited to travel 
again and are looking for a 
travel destination where a 
high percentage of their 
population has been vacci- 
nated. A destination where 
they can be sure that the 
spread of the virus is limited 
or minimal. Aruba is now 
the island in the Caribbean 
with the highest number of 
people vaccinated per 100 
inhabitants and ranks sec- 
ond in the world as the best 
vaccinated country. This is 
certainly reason enough to 
be proud as a country 


at al re —* 


Ronella 
Croes, CEO of the Aruba 


According to 


Tourism Authority, testing 
for visitors will be dropped 
when collective immunity 
is reached in Aruba. Herd 
immunity will be reached 
when 85% of the local pop- 
ulation is vaccinated. Herd 
immunity is important for the 
island, because it means 
being on the road fo re- 





covery for the health of our 
local people, tourism and 
economy. The vaccination 
rate has to be increased in 
order to reach the island's 
goal of 85% vaccinations of 
the population. Right now 
60.000+ locals had been 
vaccinated. This represents 
62% of the island’s popula- 
tion. A total of 67% of the 
population over 60 years 





old are fully vaccinated. 
The more locals vaccinate, 
the less chance there is 
of the virus infecting new 
people and keep on Mmu- 
tating into different strains, 
which our current vaccines 
offer no protection against. 
Vaccinations are taking 
place on appointments, in- 
cluding door to door efforts 
to reach all neighborhoods 


on the island. 


Vaccination Status in Aruba 
These are the local stats 
regarding corona vaccina- 
tion as of May 19, 2021. 


° 62.914 locals are 
vaccinated 

° 12.170 locals re- 
ceived Ist dose 

° 50.744 locals re- 
ceived 2nd dose 

° 113.658 total vac- 


cines applied 


As of June 1, 2021 locals 
who are fully vaccinated 
are allowed fo travel fo 
and from Aruba, without 
the requirement to do a 
corona fest. 


Wearing a face masks is still 
mandatory in Aruba even 
if you are fully vaccinat- 
ed, for both residents and 
visitors.) 
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if the country truly has the 


Egypt bets on ancient finds to pull tourism out of pandemic 


CAIRO (AP) — Workers dig 
and ferry wheelbarrows 
laden with sand to open a 
new shaft at a bustling ar- 
chaeological site outside 
of Cairo, while a handful of 
Egyptian archaeologists su- 
pervise from garden chars. 
The dig is at the foot of the 
Step Pyramid of Dyjoser, 
arguably the world’s old- 
est pyramid, and is one of 
many recent excavations 
that are yielding troves of 
ancient artifacts from the 
country's largest archaeo- 
logical site. 

As some European coun- 
tries re-open to_ interna- 
tional tourists, Egypt has 
already been trying for 
months to attract them to 
its archaeological sites and 
museums. Officials are bet- 
ting that the new ancient 
discoveries will set if apart 
on the mid- and post-pan- 
demic tourism market. They 
need visitors to come back 
in force to inject cash into 
the tourism industry, a pillar 
of the economy. 

But like countries else- 
where, Egypt continues 
to battle the coronavirus, 
and is struggling to get its 
people vaccinated. The 
country has, up until now, 
received only 5 million vac- 
cines for its population of 
100 million people, accord- 
ing to its Health Ministry. In 
early May, the government 
announced that 1 million 
people had been vacci- 
nated, though that num- 
ber is believed to be higher 
now. 

In the meantime, authori- 
ties have kept the publicity 
machine running, focused 
on the new discoveries. 

In November, archaeolo- 
gists announced the dis- 
covery of at least 100 an- 
cient coffins dating back to 
the Pharaonic Late Period 
and Greco-Ptolemaic era, 
along with 40 gilded stat- 
ues found 2,500 years after 
they were first buried. That 
came a month after the 
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FILE - In this April 24, 2021 file photo, people visit the new National Museum of Egyptian Civiliza- 
tion in Old Cairo, Saturday, April 24, 2021. As some European countries re-open to international 
tourists, Egypt has already been trying for months to attract them to its archaeological sites and 
museums. Officials are betting that the new ancient discoveries will set it apart on the mid- and 


post-pandemic tourism market (AP Photo/Nariman El-Mofty, File) 


discovery of 57 other cof- 
fins at the same site, the 
necropolis of Saqgqara that 
includes the step pyramid. 

"Saqaara Is a treasure," said 
Tourism and Antiquities Min- 
ister Khaled el-Anany while 
announcing the Novem- 
ber discovery, estimating 
that only 1% of what the 
site contains has been un- 
earthed so far. 

“Our problem now is that 
we dont know how we can 
possibly wow the world af- 
ter this," he said. 

If they don't, it certainly 
won't be for lack of trying. 

In April, Zahi Hawass, Egypt's 
best-known archaeologist, 
announced the discovery 
of a 3,000-year-old lost city 
in southern Luxor, complete 
with mud brick houses, arti- 
facts and tools from phara- 
onic times. It dates back 
to Amenhotep Ill of the 
18th dynasty, whose reign 
(1390-1353 B.C.) is Consid- 
ered a golden era for an- 
cient Egypt. 


That discovery was fol- 


lowed by a made-for-TV 
parade celebrating the 
transport of 22 of the Ccoun- 
try's prized royal mummies 
from central Cairo to their 
new resting place in a mas- 
sive facility farther south in 
the capital, the National 
Museum of Egyptian Civili- 
zation. 

The Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh is now home to an 
archaeological museum, 
as Is Cairo's International 
Airport, both opened in re- 
cent months. And officials 
have also said they still plan 
to open the massive new 
Grand Egyptian Museum 
next to the Giza Pyramids 
by January, after years of 
delays. Entrance fees for 
archeological sites have 
been lowered, as has the 
cost of tourist visas. 

The government has for 
years played up its ancient 
history as a selling point, 
as part of a yearslong ef- 
fort to revive the country's 
battered tourism industry. 
It was badly hit during and 
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after the popular uprising 
that toppled longtime au- 
tocrat Hosni Mubarak and 
the ensuring unrest. The 
coronavirus dealt it a similar 
blow, just as it was getting 
back on Its feet. 

In 2019, foreign tourism's 
revenue stood at $13 bil- 
lion. Egypt received some 
13.1 million foreign tourists 
— reaching pre-2011 levels 
for the first time. But in 2020, 
it greeted only 3.5 million 
foreign tourists, according 
to the minister el-Anany. 

At the newly opened Na- 
tional Museum of Egyp- 
tian Civilization, Mahmoud 
el-Rays, a four guide, was 
leading a small group of 
European tourists at the 
hall housing the royal mum- 
mies. 

"2019 was a fantastic year,” 
he said. "Buf corona re- 
versed everything. It is a 
massive blow." 

Tourism traffic strengthened 
in the first months of 2021, 
el-Anany, the minister, told 
The Associated Press in a 
recent interview, though 
he did not give specific fig- 
ures. He was optimistic that 
more would continue to 
come year-round. 

"Egypt is a perfect desti- 
nation for post-COVID in 
that our tourism is really an 
open-air tourism," he said. 
But if remains to be seen 


virus Under control. It has 
recorded a total of 14,950 
deaths from the virus and 
is still seeing more than a 
thousand new cases daily. 
Like other countries, the 
real numbers are believed 
to be much_ higher. In 
Egypt, though, authorities 
have arrested doctors and 
silenced critics who ques- 
tioned the government's 
response, so there are fears 
that information on the true 
cost of the virus may have 
been suppressed from the 
beginning. 

Egypt also had a trying ex- 
perience early on in the 
pandemic, when it saw a 
coronavirus outbreak on 
one of its Nile River cruise 
boats. It first closed its bor- 
ders completely until the 
summer of 2020, but later 
welcomed tourists back, 
first fo Red-Sea resort towns 
and now fo the heart of 
the country — Cairo and 
the Nile River Valley that 
hosts most of its famous ar- 
chaeological sites. Visitors 
still require a negative CO- 
VID-19 test result to enter 
the country. 

In a further cause for op- 
timism, Russia said in April 
that it plans to resume di- 
rect flights to Egypt's Red 
sea resort towns. Moscow 
stopped the flights after the 
local Islamic State affiliate 
bombed a Russian airliner 
over the Sinai Peninsula in 
October 2015, killing all on 
board. 

Amanda, a_ 36-year-old 
engineer from Austria, re- 
turned to Egypt in May. It 
was her second visit in four 
years. She visited the Egyp- 
tian Museum, the National 
Museum of Egyptian Civili- 
zation and Islamic Cairo, in 
the capital's historic center. 
She had planned to come 
last year, but the pandem- 
ic interfered. 

"Once they opened, | 
came," she said. "If was my 
dream to see the Pyramids 
again." 

El-Rays, the tour guide, says 
that while he's seeing tour- 
ists starting to come in larg- 
er numbers, he knows a full 
recovery will not happen 
overnight. 

"It will take some time to re- 
turn to before corona," he 
said.L)} 
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By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 41 Gutofstle 
1 Halt af 45 Flu 
a 1960s symptom 
rock group 46 Deeply 
6 Writer impressed 
Asimov 47 Runs 
11 Wide away 
awake 48 Rockies 
12 Numencal resort 
comparison saturdays answer 
13 Door DOWN 10"Fargo” 31 Tree's 
holders = 4 Chum director Blood 
words 2 Pub brew 16Holdup  34TY, radio, 
14 Rust, for 4 pao or 18Moist etc. 
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1S Knitting — 4 Heavy 20 Armbone 36 Cain's 
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22 Singer need 25 Not busy 43 Farm 
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2f Stately a a — 
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29 Steer 
clear of 
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Stack 
32 Christmas 
season 
33 State of 
disorder 
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39 Fencing 
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FILE - In this Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021 file photo, a sign is pasted into an upper window at Pfizer manu- 
facturing center in Puurs, Belgium. The European Union cemented its support for Pfizer-BioNTech 
and its novel COVID-19 vaccine technology, Saturday, May 8, 2021 by agreeing to a massive 
contract extension for a potential 1.8 billion doses through 2023. The new contract, which has 
the backing of the EU member states, will entail not only the production of the vaccines, but also 
making sure that all the essential components should be sourced from the EU. (AP Photo/Virginia 
Mayo, File) 


European regulator recommends Pfizer 
shot for children 12-15 


BERLIN (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Medicines Agency 
on Friday recommended 
that the use of the coro- 
navirus vaccine made by 
Pfizer and BioNTech be ex- 
panded to children ages 
12 to 15, a decision that 
offers younger and less at- 
risk populations across the 
continent access to a CO- 
VID-19 shot for the first time. 
The Pfizer-BioNTech vac- 
cine was the first one grant- 
ed authorization across 
the European Union in De- 
cember, when it was given 
the green light for use in 
anyone 16 and over. Since 
then, about 173 million dos- 
es have been administered 
in the EU, which is about 
three-quarters of all vac- 
cine shots given so far in 
the 27-nation bloc. 
"Extending the protection 
of a safe and effective 
vaccine in this younger 
population is an important 
step forward in the fight 
against this pandemic," 
Marco Cavaleri, head of 
health threats and vaccine 
strategy at the Amsterdam- 
based EMA, said. 

The EU regulator authorized 
the vaccine for younger 
adolescents after receiving 
data from the United States 
showing it to be highly ef- 
fective against infection. 
IN a study involving 2,000 
adolescents, none of those 
who received the vaccine 


got COVID-19, Compared 
with 16 in a control group 
that received a placebo, 
Cavaleri said. 

‘The vaccine was. well- 
tolerated, and the side ef- 
fects in this age group were 
very much similar (to) what 
we've seen in young adults 
and not raising major con- 
cern aft this point in time," 
he said. 

The EMA decision needs to 
be rubber-stamped by the 
European Commission, and 
national regulators can de- 
cide whether the vaccine 
will be offered to children 
under 16 in each country. 
The recommendation fol- 
lows similar decisions by 
regulators in Canada and 
the U.S. last month, as rich 
countries slowly approach 
their vaccination targets 
for adults and look to im- 
munize as many people as 
possible. 

Researchers will continue 
to monitor the Pfizer-BioN- 
Tech vaccine's long-term 
protection and safety in 
study participants for an- 
other two years. Cavaleri 
acknowledged that rare 
adverse effects may not 
have been picked up in 
the relatively small study 
on which authorization was 
based. 

"Once the vaccine will be 
deployed, it will be impor- 
tant to continue monitor- 
ing the performance of the 


vaccine and to determine 
if there is any safety issue," 
he said, adding that re- 
cent months had shown 
Europe's reporting system 
is able to detect possible 
problems in vaccines. 

The EMA last month added 
warnings about the possi- 
ble risk of rare blood clots in 
people who had received 
a dose of vaccines made 
by AstraZeneca or John- 
son & Johnson, after some 
countries reported a very 
small number of the millions 
vaccinated had experi- 
enced rare blood clots. 
Most COVID-19 vaccines 
worldwide have been au- 
thorized for adults, who 
are at higher risk of severe 
disease and death from 
the coronavirus. But vacci- 
nating children of all ages 
could be critical to stop- 
ping outbreaks, since some 
research has shown older 
children may play a role 
in soreading the virus even 
though they don't typically 
fall seriously ill with COV- 
ID-19. 

In the U.S., children rep- 
resent about 14% of the 
country's coronavirus Cases 
and at least 316 have died, 
according to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 
Doctors have also identi- 
fied a rare inflammatory 
syndrome in a very small 
oroportion of children sick- 
ened by COVID-19...) 
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Gavin MacLeod, ‘Love Boaft' captain, dies at 90 


By LYNN ELBER AP Television 
Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Gavin MacLeod, the vet- 
eran supporting actor who 
achieved fame as_ sar- 
donic TV news writer Mur- 
ray Slaughter on ‘The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show’ and 
stardom playing cheerful 
Capt. Stubing on "The Love 
Boat," has died. He was 90. 
MacLeod died early Sat- 
urday at his home in Palm 
Desert, California, said 
Stephanie Steele Zalin, his 
steodaughter. She aftrib- 
uted his death to his age, 
saying he had been well 
until very recently. 

"He had one of the most 
amazing, fun blasts of a 
life of anybody | know. He 
enjoyed every minute of 
it," Steele Zalin said. "| don't 
even think in his wildest 
dreams he dreamt of the 
life that he ended up hav- 
ing and creating." 

She called him the "best, 
sweetest, purest Quy... 

Ed Asner, who played op- 
posite MacLeod on ‘The 
Mary Tyler Moore Show," 
said on Twitter that "my 
heart is broken. Gavin was 
my brother, my partner in 
crime (and food) and my 
comic conspirator." 

Known to sitcom fans for 
his bald head and wide 
smile, MacLeod foiled in 
near anonymity for more 
than a decade, appearing 
on dozens of TV shows and 
in several movies before 
landing the part of Murray 
in 1970. 

He had originally tested for 
Moore's TV boss, Lou Grant, 
the role that went to Asner. 
Realizing he wasn't right for 
playing the blustery, short- 
tempered TV newsroom 
leader, MacLeod asked 
if he could try instead for 
the wisecracking TV news 
writer, his jokes offen at the 
expense of the dimwitted 
anchorman Ted Baxter. 
‘The Mary” Tyler Moore 
Show" was a smash from 
the start and remains a 
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classic of situation com- 
edies. If produced two spi- 
noffs, "Rhoda" and "Phyllis," 
starring Valerie Harper and 
Cloris Leachman, respec- 
tively, who had portrayed 
Mary's neighbors. 

It was still top-rated when 
Moore, who played news 
oroducer Mary Richards, 
decided to end it after sev- 
en seasons. 

MacLeod moved on fo 
‘The Love Boat, a roman- 
tic Comedy in which guest 
stars, ranging from Gene 
Kelly to Janet Jackson, 
would come aboard for a 
cruise and fall in love with 
one another. 

Although scorned by crit- 
ics, the series proved im- 
mensely popular, lasting 
1] seasons and spinning 
off several TV movies, in- 
cluding two in which Ma- 
cLeod remained at the 
cruise ship's helm. It also re- 
sulted in his being hired as 
a TV pitchman for Princess 
Cruise Lines. 

"The critics hated it. They 
called if mindless TV, but 
we became goodwill am- 
bassadors, he told the Los 
Angeles Times in 2013. 
Among his final TV credits 
were "Touched by An An- 
gel," "JAG" and "The King of 
Queens." 

MacLeod's lighthearted 
screen persona was_ in 
contrast to his private life. 
In his 2013 memoir, "This Is 
Your Captain Speaking," 
MacLeod acknowledged 
that he had struggled with 
alcoholism in the 1960s and 
1970s. He also wrote that 
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losing his hair at an early 
age made It hard for him to 
find work as an actor. 

‘| went all over town look- 
ing for an agent, but no 
one was interested in repre- 
senting a young man with 
a bald head," he wrote. 
‘| knew what | needed to 
do. | needed fo buy my- 
self a hairpiece." A toupee 
changed his luck "pretty 
quickly." By middle age, he 
didn't need the toupee. 

IN a 2013 interview with 
The Associated Press, Ma- 
cLeod frequently invoked 
the word "grateful" as he 
reflected on his born-again 
Christian faith, surviving two 
heart attacks and his robust 
life. 

"That's a big word in my life. 
I'm just so grateful I've had 
another day, another day, 
another day, and that my 
kids are doing so well," he 
sald. 

MacLeod, whose given 
name was Allan See, took 
his first name from a French 
movie and his last from a 
drama teacher at New 








York's Ithaca College who 
had encouraged him to 
pursue an acting career.L) 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber _ Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 

527 3200 

527 2900 

584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Tulsa massacre documentaries offer deep dive into tragedy 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sev- 
eral documentary filmmak- 
ers — some backed by NBA 
superstars — are shedding 
light on the historically ig- 
nored Tulsa Race Massacre 
of 1921, one of the most 
horrific tragedies in Ameri- 
can history. 

LeBron James and Rus- 
sell Westbrook are among 
those releasing documen- 
taries based on the racially 
motivated massacre. The 
projects come during the 
100th anniversary of the 
massacre in Greenwood, a 
Black-owned business dis- 
trict and residential neigh- 
borhood in Tulsa, Oklaho- 
ma. 

EGCh documentary 
Uniquely fakes a deep 
dive into how the thriving 
Greenwood community — 
dubbed Black Wall Street 
because of the number of 
Black-owned businesses — 
was decimated in a two- 
day attack by a white mob. 
In the aftermath, at least 
300 Black people were 
killed. More than a thou- 
sand homes were burned 
and others looted, leaving 
roughly 10,000 residents dis- 
placed and homeless and 
the Black business district 
destroyed. 

"This has to do with African 


Americans systematically 
being run off their land with 
assets and property being 
destroyed," said Stanley 
Nelson, who co-directed 
“Tulsa Burning: 1921 Race 
Massacre" with Marco Wil- 
liams. Westbrook — who 
formerly played with the 
Oklahoma City Thunder — 
is Gn executive producer 
of the documentary alr- 
ing Sunday on the History 
channel. 

National Geographic, CNN 
and PBS will also debut 
documentaries. Another 
documentary, “Black Wall 
Street" is being distributed 


by Cineflix Productions, but 
no network has yet picked 
it Up. 

Nelson said all of the proj- 
ects are much needed 
and important, especially 
with the commemoration 
of the massacre coming 
near the one-year anni- 
versary of last year's racial 
reckoning sparked by the 
death of George Floyd. (A 
former Minneapolis police 
officer has since been con- 
victed of murdering Floyd.) 
‘| think the more the 
(Greenwood) story can be 
brought to light, the bet- 
ter,” said Nelson, an Emmy 





winner. "I'm sure that every 
film will be totally different. 
| think there's a special tim- 
ing here." 

Director Salima Koroma 
said the story should be 
told more than once. She 
pitched her Tulsa massa- 
cre documentary to some 
networks nearly five years 
ago, but drew no inter- 
est because she believes 
the ‘gatekeepers’ werent 
ready to welcome the sto- 
ry. 

Eventually, Koroma's proj- 
ect found a home with 
James and Maverick Cart- 
er's The SpringHill Compa- 


ny. She believes the Los An- 
geles Lakers superstar and 
Carter's association played 
a major role in pushing the 
project forward. 

"| just had to get it to the 
right gatekeepers," said Ko- 
roma, director of "Dream- 
land: The Burning of Black 
Wall Street’ which airs 
Monday on CNN and later 
streams on HBO Max. 

‘They see we have fo fell 
Black stories," she said. 
"Now everybody's scram- 
bling to fell if. Finally, tell 
these stories. | think that's 
what's happening.’ 

Some filmmakers said the 
story was a tough one to 
tell because much of the 
content doesn't exist any- 
more. 

"So how can you tell a fea- 
ture documentary? ... Now 
people are putting in the 
resources fo do more than 
just the photos," Koroma 
said. "You can do anima- 
tion or graphics. It's a tough 
one fo fell. But with all our 
powers combined, we can 
tell this story." 

The Tulsa massacre. story 
had been largely forgot- 
ten or unknown to some 
until HBO series "“Watch- 
men" and "Lovecraft Coun- 
try" shed light on the dark 
tragedy within the last two 
years. L) 








Tsang Yin-hung, 45, of Hong Kong who scaled Mount Everest 
from the base camp in 25 hours and 50 minutes, and became 
the fastest female climber arrives in Kathmandu, Nepal, Sun- 
day, May 30, 2021. The Hong Kong teacher and retired attorney 
from Chicago who became the oldest American to scale Mount 
Everest, on Sunday returned safely from the mountain where 
climbing teams have been struggling with bad weather and a 
coronavirus outbreak. (AP Photo/Bikram Rai) 


By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA 
Associated Press 
KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) 


— A retired attorney from 
Chicago who became the 
oldest American to scale 


Mount Everest, and a Hong 
Kong teacher who is now 
the fastest female climber 
of the world's highest peak, 
on Sunday returned safely 
from the mountain where 
climbing teams have strug- 
gled with bad weather and 
a coronavirus outbreak. 
Arthur Muir, 75, scaled the 
peak earlier this month, 
beating the record set 
by another American, Bill 
Burke, at age 67. 

Tsang Yin-hung, 45, of Hong 
Kong scaled the summit 
from the base camp in 25 
hours and 50 minutes, and 
became the _ fastest fe- 
male climber. The record 
of 10 hours and 56 minutes 
is held by a Sherpa guide, 
Lakpa Gelu. 

A climbing accident on 
Everest in 2019, when Muir 
hurt his ankle falling off a 
ladder, did not deter him 


from attempting to scale 
the peak again. He began 
mountaineering late in life, 
and said he was scared 
and anxious during his lat- 
est adventure. 

"You realize how big a 
mountain It is, how danger- 
ous it is, how many things 
that could go wrong. Yeah, 
it makes you nervous, It 
makes you know some 
anxiety there and maybe 
little bit of scared," Muir told 
reporters in Kathmandu. 

| was just surprised when | 
actually got to there (the 
summit) but | was too tired 
to stand up, and in my 
summit pictures | am sitting 
down," he said. 

Muir began mountaineer- 
ing at age 68 with trips to 
South America and Alaska 
before attempting Everest 
in 2019, when he fell off the 
ladder. 


Oldest American, fastest woman on Everest return safely 


Climbing was closed last 
year due to the pandemic. 
Married and a father of 
three, Muir has six grand- 
children. The last one — a 
boy — was born while he 
was still in the mountains 
during his current expedi- 
tion. 

Tsang made only two 
stops between the base 
camp, located at 5,300 
meters (17,390 feet), to the 
8,849-meter  (29,032-foot) 
summit to change, and 
covered the near vertical 
distance in 25 hours and 50 
minutes. 

She was lucky because 
there were barely any 
climbers on the way fo the 
highest camp at South Col. 
After that, on her way to 
the summit, she met only 
climbers making their de- 
scent, which did not slow 
her soeed climb. LL) 
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Bernal adds Giro d'ltalia title to Tour de France win 


MILAN (AP) — Colombian 
rider Egan Bernal appears 
to have finally put his back 
problems behind him as he 
added the Giro d'iltalia title 
to his Tour de France win on 
Sunday. 

Bernal, who won the Tour 
in 2019, safely maintained 
his advantage on the final 
day's time trial fo Milan. As 
tradition dictates, he was 
last off the ramp and the 
Ineos Grenadiers rider had 
an overall lead of almost 
two minutes. 

Bernal completed the 
30.3-kilometer  (18.8-mile) 
route in 35 minutes, 41 sec- 
onds to clinch overall victo- 
ry by 1:29, the biggest mar- 
gin of victory at the Giro 
since 2015. He pumped his 
hands above his head as 
he crossed the line in front 
of Milan's famous cathe- 
dral. 

"It's difficult to realize what 
I've done. | have just won 
a Giro ditalia. | have no 
words after what hap- 
pened in these two years," 
said the 24-year-old Bernal, 
who has struggled with a 
lingering back injury that 
forced him to abandon last 
year's Tour. 

Damiano Caruso was sec- 
ond overall, with Simon 
Yates completing the po- 
dium. Yates finished 4:15 
behind Bernal. 

Bernal had worn the lead- 
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Colombia's Egan Bernal celebrates on podium after completing the final stage to win the Giro 
d'Italia cycling race, in Milan, Italy, Sunday, May 30, 2021. (Gian Mattia D'Alberto/LaPresse via AP) 


er's pink jersey since claim- 
ing It by winning the ninth 
stage with an attack on the 
summit finish. And, along 
with his team, he brilliantly 
defended it along the rest 
of the route to Milan, where 
he lifted the impressive Tro- 
feo Senza Fine (never-end- 
ing trophy). 

Yes, finally, this is my sec- 
ond Grand Tour (win), Ber- 
nal said. "I think in this mo- 
ment | look calm but inside 
lam exploding with happi- 
ness. I've already won the 
Tour and now the Giro. 

"It is my first Giro, and it was 


very special, the way we 
rode, the way | returned to 
being a player after nearly 
two years without good 
form in a Grand Tour. So, | 
think it's soecial." 

There were hundreds of 
fans in Milan's Piazza Du- 
omo celebrating Bernal's 
victory, many waving Co- 
lombia flags and wearing 
shirts of the country's soc- 
cer team. 

Bernal's teammate, Filippo 
Ganna, won the individu- 
al time trial despite a late 
puncture after the Italian's 
closest rival, Remi Cavag- 


na, crashed with about 600 
meters to go. 

"When | see the puncture, 
| think, ‘Ah, today unlucky, 
| lose the race’,” Ganna 
said. "| changed the bike 
really well, really fast, like 
a Formula One race, and 
then when | crossed the 
line | think, "OK, now will win 
Cavagna, because he's 
a really good rider, really 
good time trial. 

‘In the end when | see his 
crash, | think, 'OK, we have 
played with the same 
cards, | puncture and he's 
crashed, and the result | 


think is the same without 
my puncture and without 
his crash." 

Ganna was the favorite 
to triumph on the 21st and 
final stage. He won the 
opening time trial in Turin 
and all three time trials in 
last year's Giro as well as 
another stage. 

Ganna took the lead with a 
time of 33:48 but his chanc- 
es of winning seemed pre- 
carious as he lost about 
20 seconds when he was 
forced to change bikes af- 
ter the puncture. 


Cavagna looked set fo 
beat his time but the 
French time. trial cham- 


pion appeared to lock up 
his brakes at a corner and 
flipped over his bicycle as 
Ganna watched from the 
leader's hot seat. 

Cavagna got up unhurt 
and finished second, 12 
seconds behind Ganna. 
Edoardo Affini was third, a 
second further back. 

"As a team, we brought 
home a beautiful result," 
Ganna said. "Egan Bernal 
did something wonderful 
that has been built over 
these last three weeks. 

“We worked hard to keep 
Egan always aft the front of 
the peloton ... And to arrive 
today with the pink jersey 
and celebrate tonight alll 
together | think is a dream 
of every team." 





Joel Embiid, 76ers rout Wizards to take 3-0 series lead 


By STEPHEN WHYNO AP 
Sports Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Joel 
Emblid shook off the jeers 
from a missed dunk and 
made sure he did not miss 
his next attempt. After 
throwing the ball down 
through the rim, he cupped 
his hands to his ears to en- 
courage the crowd. 

‘| had the opportunity 
where | actually made a 
dunk, so that's why | went 
over to them and | wanted 
to hear more boos," Embiid 
sald. 

Some booed. Many 76ers 
fans chanted "M-V-P! M- 
V-P!" in Embiid's direction. 
After another valuable per- 
formance, Philadelphia is 
one victory away from a 
first-round sweep. 

Embiid set a career playoff 


high with 36 points, and the 
Sixers routed the Washing- 
ton Wizards 132-103 on Sat- 
urday night to take a 3-0 
series lead. Embiid scored 
25 points in the first half 
and finished 14 of 18 from 
the floor in 28 minutes be- 
fore resting the entire fourth 
quarter. 

That's the second-fewest 
minutes by a player who 
scored 35-plus points since 
the NBA‘s shot-clock era 
began in 1954. 

"| can't imagine anybody 
playing better than him," 
Wizards coach Scott Brooks 
said. "That was MVP-level 
tonight. He's definitely a 
handful." Embiid missing 
only three shots apart from 
the botched dunk made it 
almost impossible to guard 
the Sixers’ other stars. Ben 


Simmons scored 14 and 
had nine assists, Tobias 
Harris had 20 points, 13 re- 
bounds and five assists, and 
Danny Green made five 
3-pointers to finish with 15. 
The 76ers shot 58.6% from 
the field, including 51.5% 
from 3-point range. 

"When you shoot the ball 
that well, you're going to 
win a lot of games," coach 
Doc Rivers said. "We had 
one of those nights where 
everything fell for us." 

That brought mixed reac- 
tions from the crowd of 
10,000, which was the larg- 
est fo attend an indoor 
sporting event in the na- 
tion's capital in 14 months. 
Wizards fans didn't have 
much to cheer about be- 
cause the game was nev- 
er closer than four points 





Philadelphia 7éers center Joel Embiid (21) gestures to the crowd 
after his dunk during the first half of Game 3 in a first-round NBA 
basketball playoff series against the Washington Wizards, Satur- 
day, May 29, 2021, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass) 


beyond seven minutes in, 
and Philadelphia led by as 
many as 31 on the way fo 
the franchise's first 3-O series 
lead since 1985. 


The top-seeded 7éers will 
go for the sweep in Game 
4 on Monday. 

"That would be incredible," 
Simmons said. "L) 
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/E SEE SUNNY DAYS IN YOUR FUTURE 
Meanwhile, stay safe. See you soon! 
www.costalinda-aruba.com 


Rays Ryan Thompson on Yankees: They hate us 





Everyday triple points 
ORCHID CASINO 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 
Tampa Bay reliever Ryan 
Thompson and his team- 
mates will have no prob- 
lem getting motivated 
when the Rays and the 
New York Yankees renew 
their intense AL East rivalry 
on Monday. 

"| think a lot of it has to do 
with their attitude toward 
us, they hate us and so it's 
easy for us to get more ex- 
cited to play those guys,’ 
Thompson said on Sunday. 


It's kind of how they've be- 
haved in the past couple 
years with us pitching in- 
side, with them throwing at 
our guys, stuff like that." 

Tampa Bay _ left-hander 
Rich Hill and Yankees right- 
hander Jameson Taillon 
are the scheduled starters 
in Monday's opener of a 
four-game series at Yankee 
Stadium. "We don't have 
any reservations about It," 
Thompson said. “We just 
go out there and we're like 
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were going to beat those 
guys. They can talk all the 
talk they want, they can 
throw at our guys, were 
going to beat them and in 
the past two years we've 
definitely done that." 
Tampa Bay beat the Yan- 
kees in last year's AL Divi- 
sion Series en route fo the 
American League pen- 
nant. The Rays have won 
six Of nine, including a 3-0 
record in New York, in this 
year's season series. 

“When we play the Yan- 
kees, we don't talk about if, 
It's Just something different,” 
Thompson said. “There's a 
little bit extra that you can 
just feel it in the room, in the 
clubhouse and the field. 
We want to beat those 
guys. 

Hard feelings between the 
Yankees and Rays go back 
to at least March 2008, 
when they clashed in spring 
training, and tempers have 
flared repeatedly over the 
past few years following 
pitches inside to batters. 
Beanballs, dramatic hom- 
ers and dugout chirping 
have become common- 
place. Last year saw Yan- 
kees closer Aroldis Chap- 
man throwing a 101 mph 
pitch near Mike Brosseau's 
head on Sept. |. Brosseau 
resoonded by hitting two 
homers the next day, and 
connecting on a go-ahead 
homer off Chapman in the 
decisive fifth game of the 
ALDS. The Yankees haven't 
appeared in the World Se- 
ries since 2009 when they 
defeated the Philadelphia 
Phillies.) 
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